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i AN S WE RS the Kirk-Seſſion of Dun- 
fermline, kc. 


EF OR E we enter upon the Anſwers to the 
above Reaſons, it may not be improper to 
4 ive a ſhort Account of the State of the 
eſſion of Dunfermline, for two Years by- 
one; the publiſhing whereof would proba- 
ly never have been attempted by any, were 
1t not to clear the Reverend Mr. Wardlaw Miniſter, and 
other Members of that Judicatory, from ſome falſe and 
unjuſt Accuſations aſſerted by the Reverend Mr. Erskine 
Mmiſter, in a Paper read by him in a very publick 
Manner, before ſome thouſands, upon the Lord's Pay, in 
the Church of Dunfermline, before divine Worſhip was 
over. In which Paper the ſaid Mr. Erskine ſtages and 
accuſes his Colleague, and other Members of the Seſſion, k 
as being guilty of groſs Injuſtice, Lies, and clandeſtine 
Dealing, in an Act made b Mr. Wardlaw and Seſſion /, 
3 a Cauſe that came bells them to the Presbyte- 


* 


of 1 
Belt Paper by the Reverend Mr. Erskine, in the Man- , 
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of chat Affair in a true Light, the greateſt Part whereof 


guilty of Unjuſtice. 

In the 1737, ſeveral Members of the Seſſion fearing, and 
foreſeeing a Deſign of ſome of the Members to ſeparate 
from the Seſſion, (in order to prevent a Rupture, eſpeci- 
ally betwixt the two Miniſters, and to preſerve Harmony 

in the Seſſion ſo long as they could) they conſented to an 

Overture propoſed in the Seſſion, vis. That they ſhould, 
for the Ends above, delay, for ſome Time, their chuſing an 

Elder to attend the Presbytery: This they did notwith- 
ſtanding their referring ſeveral Cauſes to the Presbytery 
after that, (which may be made evident afterward, and 

was Jomewhat inconſiſtent) till the 24th of May 1739, 
the Reverend Mr. Erskine, before his Colleague returned 
from the Aſſembly, cauſed it to be marked in the Seſ- 

__ fon's. Records; that this Day Mr. Erskine informed the 

Seſſion, That he, together with the reſt of his Brethren of 
the aflociate Presbytery, had, by an Act of their Presby- 

.tery, read judicially by them in the General Aſſembly at 
Edinburgh, on Thurſday laſt Week, being the 175th of 
this Month, declined the Judicatories of this Church, that 

were carrying on a Courſe of Defection, as no lawful nor 

 »right conſtituted Courts of Chriſt. And having read in 

the Seffion the ſaid Act or Declinator, motioned, that 
this Seſſion ſhould take it under their Conſideration, in 
order to, deliberate upon what might be their Duty with 

"Reference to the {aid Judicatories ; and in Conſequence of 
dhe laid Act, that, after ſerious Prayer, both in ” and 
_ _ otherwiſe, they might come to determine themſelves in 


Aue Time, to what the Lord ſhall clear up to be incum- 
bent upon them on this Head; which Motion the Seſſion 


unanimouſly agreed unto : Whereupon Mr. Erskint deſi- 
Fed it to be marked, That as the Seſſion, their having, 
for ſome: Time bypaſt, ſuſpended and withdrawn their 


* 1 Connection with the ſuperior Judicatories, on Account 
{of ther. publick Corruptions and Defections, ſuch as are 
Peecißed in the foreſaid Declinator, had given him Alon 
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bled before them, and to 
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in Seceſſion from the ſaid Judicatories ; ſo the Seſſion 
going in to this Motion, contributes alſo, in Conjunction 
with the foreſaid Confideration, to continue yet his for- 
mer Freedom to ſit and preceed in this Seſſion, notwith- 
ſtanding the forefaid Declinator, until the Seſſion have 
due Time to deliberate upon this weighty Matter, now ta- 
Nook up to Heaven for the Lord's 

determining them to that which they ſhall judge, from his 
Word, to be their Duty with Reference to this Matter, 1n 
their Sphere, and in a Suitableneſs to the Circumſtance of 
the Church of Scotland at this Juncture. „ 
The above procured a further deſired Delay of the Se- 
paration; yet it is clear from the Contents thereof, that the 
Seſſion were not to expect it long: For upon the 8th of 
November laſt, it was again revived in a Seſſion when 
few of the Members were preſent, and propoſed as fol- 
lows; The Seſſion having reſumed the Conſideration of 
their former Reſolution, of ſuſpending their Connection 
with the preſent Judicatories of the Eftabliſhed Church, 
the Plurality of the preſent Members declared they. were 
for continuing in an interpendent Situation, without hol- 
ding a Connection with the Eſtabliſhed Church; and a- 
greed, that this Overture ſhould be read before the Seſ- 
fon upon Sabbath the 11th of November, to be appro- 
ven or diſapproven of by them: The which Sabbath 
Night, when the Seſſion met, it was ftrongly preſſed by 


ſome of the now ſeceding Elders, to have it brought to a 
Vote, in order to determine if the other Members had gi- ++... 


ven up their Connection with the Judicatories of this 
Church, or not; and, with ſome Difficulty, it was got de- 
layed till the T hur/day thereafter, being reckoned a more 
proper Time than the Sabbath, for ſuch Jangling. Upon 


2 ＋ Hur ſclay the Seſſion being met, and, after ſome hot Rea- 


ſoning upon both Sides, the Reverend Mr. Erskine propos 


ſed the following Overture, to which the Seſſion agreed. | I 


That the above Overture being read, ſhould be appro» 
ved of, in order to preſerve Harmony amongſt the Seſſion, 


* 
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-- with-this Amendment, That the firſt difficult Matter which, 
08: > | * 8 8 v : | m 


dom to continue hitherto to fit in this Seſſion, notwithſtan 
ding of his being a Member of the aſſociate Presbytery, W | 
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| in the Nature of the Thing, requires Reference to a ſupe- 
rior Court, before it be determined, that a full Meeting of 


a Vote. The other Party was ſatisfied wit 


r 6 1 ac 


the Seſſion ſhall be called, and they then determine whe- 
ther the ſame ſhall be judged by the Eſtabliſhed Church, 


or the aſſociate Presbytery. This Act the other Members 


(endeavouring to preſerve Harmony in the Seſſion ſo long 


as they could) did not object againſt, elſe it is probable the 


ſeceding Elders would have given in their Seceffion that 


ſame Day, they then not being ſtrong _ to carry it by 

another ſhort 
Delay, altho? at the ſame Time it was evident, that the a- 
bove Act would, in a ſhort Time, neceſſarily oblige the 
Seſſion to divide, it being fully as inconſiſtent for Mr. 
Wardlaw, and the Elders joining with him, to refer any 


Cauſe to the aſſociate 3 as it is for Mr. Er Ski ne 


and the ſeceding Elders to refer it to the Presbytery of 
Dunfermline. 1 

Some ſhort Time after this there came an Affair be- 
fore the Seſſion, which ſome of the Members inclined to 
refer to a ſuperior Judicatory, and others thought it not 
neceſſary: And, upon Monday the 4th of February 
laſt, the Seſſion having met, and few of the Members 
abſent, it was puſhed to bring 1t to a Vote, Refer that 
Affair to a ſuperior Judicatory, or not? And Mr. Erskine 


and his Party voted to refer it, much againſt the Inclinati- 
on of all the reſt of the Seſſion. The Perſon concerned 


in the Affair being very preſſing to have it brought to a 
Decifion without Delay, one of the Members propoſed to 
determine the Affair upon T hur/day firſt thereafter, be- 
ing the ſeventh, but it was objected againſt, becauſe the 
Elders were not called, according to the above Act; and it 
was told then, that Thurſday the 14th would be the ſoon- 
eſt they could meet for that End. And there being no- 
thing propoſed by any in the Seſſion * the foreſaid 
Monday, that could be a Stop to the Deciſion, but the 


Calling of the Elders as above, it natively followed, that 


after the Call was given, as upon the Sabbath Night it was, 


the firſt T hurſday thereafter would be the Day for de- 
termining, being the firſt Day that the Seſſion ordinari- | 

Iy meets: So that it is ſurpriſing to think any could 
1 ; ves 
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upon Thur ſday t 


ever dream of, or ex 5 a further Delay than T hurſ< 

day the 14th, eſpecially conſidering, that upon T hurſ- 
day the ſeventh, the Perſon concerned came to the Seſ- 
fion, and pled for a Deciſion of his Affair, when he was 
told, where ſeverals of the now ſeceding Elders were pre- 
ſent, that it was to be determined the next Thur ſday, 
being the 14th, and not one Perſon objected then : But, 
upon the Sabbath Night, when the Seſſion was called, 
it being intimate to that Meeting by ſome of the Elders, 
That 7 hur/day firſt thereafter, that Affair was to be de- 
termined, altho' objected againſt by ſome of the now 
Seceders, upon groundleis Alledgances; yet the Elders 
had no Ground to think, that the Affair would be de- 
layed, eſpecially conſidering what had paſſed upon the 
Monday and Thur ſday before: Yet a few of the Elders, 
who afterward ſeceded, by their own Authority, which 
they iuiquiouſly aſſamed, e Monday the 25th to 
determine that Affair: Which Appointment of their own, 
they were ſure to make good, with the reſt of their 
Brethren, that were of their Way of thinking, by abſen- 
ting themſelves upon the appointed Day: For what Ends 
it is hard to judge, if it was not, that they had not their 
Party made, at that Time, to their Minds, and were ſure to 
loſe the Cauſe, if it was put to a Vote then ; therefore 1t 


would ſeem, they, who puſhed it ſo violently all along, 


wanted a ſhort Delay longer, till they ſhould get two Mem- 
bers of the Seſſion made to their Purpole, which they have 


now effectually done; theſe Two, who ſpoke and voted 


againft them, two Weeks before their appointed Day, hav- 
ing joined them 4 that Day. But, to come to the Point, 

e 14th, the Seſſion, being called, met, 
and the Perſon concerned attended to get his Anſwer, as 
promiſed the 7 hyrſday before; and it being very evident, 
that the now ſeceding Elders wilfully ablented themſelves, 


there being not one of them that attended the Seſſion, ex- 


cept the Treaſurer to get the Collection; the reſt of the 


Elder knew, that altho' there was an Act made, as above, 


requiring, That there ſhould be a full Meeting of the Seſ- 
fion called, yet there was no Act obliging any of the Par- 


TK tics to force the other to attend, or yet to wait upon their 
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4 1. an Burat nee, 
1 Az Dunfermline the 14th Day of February, 1740 Years, 


C 
ons Upon all which Conſiderations, the Seſſion, 
then preſent, found it their plain Duty to determine, as fol- 


* p 


Sederunt Mr. Wardlaw Moderator, after Prayer, James 
Thomſon, George Turnbull, Fohn Meraich, Fames Hogg, 
Adam Anderſon, Fames Main, Henry Thomſon, Da- 
vid Wilſon, George Hutton, Fohn Angus, Alexander 
Spence, Fames Urquhait, The Seffion, which met the 
Gf Monday of this Month had then under their Confide- 


ration the Affair of Adam Hutton, as in former Minutes, 


the Majority then agreed to refer the Cafe to a ſuperior Ju- 


dicatory; and Adam Hutron having on Thurſday laſt ap- 


plied to the Seſſion to have that Affair brought to a Peri- 


od, the Seſſion thereupon told him, that they would give 


bim an Anſwer this Day, and for that had appointed a Seſ- 


ſion to be called, Sabbath- night laſt, in order to intimate 
to them, that they were to give a Decifion of that Affair 
this Day; and the ſaid Adam Hutton having again applied 
this Day, the Seſſion, after ſome Reaſoning, came to that 
State of the Vote, Proceed or delay, and it was carried, 


Proceed. Thereafter, by a Majority of Votes, it was car- 


ried to refer the ſaid Affair anent Adam Hutton for Ad- 
vice to the Presbytery of Dunfermline; and therefore they 
did, and do refer the ſame to them, to meet the Day 
of March next, whereupon David Wilſon, Fames T hom- 
fon, James Urquhart, and Henry T homſon, deſiced, that 
it might be marked, they were for delaying the Conſidera- 
tion of this Affair. . 5 


Upon comparing this Act with what goes before, you 
may judge, if ſuch Unjuſtice lies, and clandeſtine Dealing 
is to be Hand in it, as was publickly intimate to the Con- 
88 The ſeceding Elders finding themſelves a little 

appointed, by the foreſaid Act, of what they deſigned, 
they attended the Seſſion upon the next T hurſ day thereaf- 
ter, when they ſtrongly inſiſted to have that Act blo 
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. WK wut of the Records, in order to have the Affair brought bee Þ 
s fore the 2 0 Monday the 2 5th inftant, which was = 
dhe Day they had laid their Meaſures to diſcuſs the Affair, 
by referring it to the Aﬀociate Presby tery, which they ex- 
pected then ro do by a Majority of Votes, having got their 
two Brethren made, at that Time, 22 mea before. 

But this their Demand was not granted, ſome of the Seſſiom 


95 adhering to the foreſaid Act, being a final Determination of 1 
s be Affair by a Majority of Votes in a conſtitute Judicatory, " 
„ ubereto all were warned; and having got an Extract of the | 
— ſame, they could not ſee it their Duty to give it up, until 
3 they were made to ſee ſomething wrong, or unjuſt in the 

6 ſaid Act, which may be a juſt Ground to reſcind the ſame, | 
- .H. which they have not as yet ſeen; upon which the ſeceding k 
'K Elders gave in their Seceſſion in Form, as follows, and left i 
— the Seſſion. 1 1 1 
5 A Copy of an Extract of the Seceſſion of the 

: 8 Elders of Dunfermline. | 

| WW E Underſcribers, Members of the Kirk-ſeſſion of 

] Dunfermline, having read and conſidered the Act of 

t Seſſion anent Adam Hutton, made upon Thurtday the 14th 

Y of February inſtant, referring that Cauſe to the Presby- 

y _ Fery of Dunfermline, do „ind ourſelves obliged to proteſt, 

7 and remonſtrate againſt the ſaid Act for the Reaſons fol- 

F lowing ; 1mo, Becauſe it is contrary to a Reſolution of 

_ Seſſion in October 1737, wherein the Seſſion, ali with one 

| Poice, excepting one, declared, T hat they ſorupled in their 

: » Conſcrences to hold a Connection with the Fudicatories of 
we preſent eftablifhed Church, becouſe of [everal Defet7i- 

: dns then mentioned in a Repreſentation given in by them 

to the Presbytery of Dunfermline, particulariy the Read- 

|. #ng of the Act of Partiament anent Captain Poricons, 

and ſuſpended their Connection with them, till ſuch Time 

5 - "as a Leſtimony ſhould be given by this Court againſt the 
aid Defections, which Teſtimony has never yer been 
given in. 2do, Becauſe it is contrary to an Act of Ke 
Fon, unanimonfly gone into in the Month of October, or 
30 0 ; Novem- 
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November Jaſt by th the Seſſion of new agreed 
to adhere to their former Reſolution of ſuſpending their 
Connection with the foreſaid Fudicatories, as to the ſend- 
ing of a Member to ſit with them; and that the jirſt dif- 
cult Cauſe that ſhould come before the Seſſion, the whole 
Elders ſhould be advertiſed to attend upon a fixed Day, in 
order to give their Fudgments, whether to refer the ſaid 
Cauſe tothe Presbytery of Dunfermline, or the Afſociare 
Presbytery, which Advertiſement was not made to the 
 Tehole of the Elders to meet upon the 14th inſtant. 3tio, 
Becauſe it is contrary to an Agreement of a Meeting of 
the Elders on à Sabbath-night, conveened by Mr. Ward- 
law's Orders; and altho' it was ftrongly pled, that there 
vas 4 conſtitute Seſſion upon Thurſday the ſeventh inſtant, 
wh:co appointed Adam Hutton's Affair to be di 3 
the Fourteenth ; yet the ſame is falſe in Fact: For there 
Was no Seſſion conſtitute that Day, neither is that Part 
of the Minute fact; which runs thus, ( T he Seſſion 2 
pointed a Seſſion to be called Sabbath. night laſt, in order 
zo inti mate to them, that they were to give a Deciſion of 
that Affair upon Thurſday the 14th) for all that was ſpo- 
ken that Day ( not by the Seſſion ) but by the Miniſter 
and a Member, or Members of the Seſſion, was, that the 

Members of the Seſſion ſhould be called upon Sabbath- 
night, which every one of them had Reaſon to think, awas 
for conſidering a proper Time for determining that aueig h- 
ty Queſtion, but no atimation was made, that the Thurſ- 
day following was to be the Day of deciding it, 6therwi/c 
the Meeting of Flders upon Sabbath-night had not laid 
. #hetr Meeres as they did; for the Members of Seſſion, 
that met upon Sabbath-night, agreed, that the Affair a- 
nent Adam Hutton ſhould be diſcuſt upon Monday the 2 5th 
inſtant; and that Members ſhould confider ſertoully upon 
that weighty Matter betavixt and that Time; and that, 
that Day ſpould be ſet a-part for Prayer and Conference, 
and in the Clofe thereof, that Matter ſhould be determi- 


ned. As alſo they agreed, that the Church-officers ſhould 


go through the whole Members, and warn them to be pre- 
 fent that Day. 4to, That Deciſion of Seſſion was made 


by Six of its Members, not only altogether without the 


Knows 


from Evil to . as IS evi 


- Goundneſs in the Faith among the preſent qudicatories, 


II 
Knowledge of a great Part of the Elders, notwithſlan- 
ding of rhe above Acts and Reſolutions of the Seſſion, but 
alſo without the Kiowledge of one of the Miniſters of the 
Place, by which Deciſion be is exauttorate from all Ex- 
erciſe of Diſcipline in this Congregation, as a Member 
of that Seſſion ; and we humbly conceive, that it was groſ- 
Iy iniquous for the Seſſion to make any Act or Deciſion, 


that natively turned one of the Miniſters out from being 


a Member of their Court, <without ſo much as telling him 
they avere to do ſo. For all the above Reaſons, and o- 
thers, which may be added, we judge it our Duty to pro- 
reſt and teſtifie againſt the ſaid Act and Deciſion, not only 
as it is clandeſtinely and ſiniftruoufly procured in Oppoſitt - 
on to former Acts of Seſſion, above narrated, but alſo, as 


itt is evil in it ſelf, becauſe it is a falling from that Te- 
ſtimony, which the. Seſſion had formerly gone into, in 
withdrawing its Connections from the Fudicatories of the 


Eſtabliſhed Church; which Withdrawing, as ſaid is, was 
deſigned not only as ſome ſmall Teſtimony againſt the Cor- 
ruptions af the Church, but alſo for the maintaining of 
Peace and Harmony in this Fudicatory and Congregation. 
Aud oh the Fudicatories v4 the Church are going on 
nt from the Grounds con- 
zained in the Fudicial Act and Teſtimony emitted by the 
Aſpciate Presbytery; and ſince that Time, in the read- 
ing of the Act anent Captain Porteous, which has been 
read by the moſt Part of the Miniſtry of this Church ; 
and this Church, as repreſented in her Fudicatories, in- 
ſtead of teſtifying againſt the manifeſt Compliance with the 
Uſurpation of the Headſhip of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
cenſuring of. the Oficers, have particularly homologate 


the ſame, by their electing of Readers to be the Modera- 


tors in the ſupreme Courts of the National Church, and 
alſo continuing in the habitual Track of intruding Mini- 
ters upon reclatming Congregations, to the oppreſſing and 
ſcattering of the Lord's Flock and Heritage through the 
Land. KALE in regard, that by the Procedure of the 


, 19 Judicatories, in relation to Doctrine, our Confeſ- 


on of Faith is no more a fixed Standard Orthodoxy or 


8 


12 


- or theſe that are in Conjunction with them, ſeeing, that 
4 My. Simſon and Mr. Campbell, who avere ſtaged be- 


fore the Fudicatcries for their erroneous Doctrine; and 
et pled, that their Doctrine was no way inconſiſtent 
with, but very agreeable to our Confeſſion of Faith; rhe 
preſent Fudicatories never exprefly and particularly con- 
demned their Errors, as inconſiſtent with the ſaid Confeſ- 
ion; and conſequently, no ſigning of the Confeſſion 4- 
morg them can be a ſatisfying Evidence, that the Sub- 
ferivers diſclaim and renounce theſe pernicious and erro— 


neous Principles that were matntein'd by Mrs. Simſon 


and Campbell; and ſo our Standards are corrupted and 


rendered uſeleſs by the preſent ꝓudicatories. Likewiſe 


in regard, that in a Way of Communion wirh the preſent 
Fudicatorzes, there is no Acceſs to have any Teſtimony a- 
gainſt their evil Ways, whether by Diffent or Proteſt, 
ith the Reaſons thereof jrdicially marked and recorded, 
nor conſequently of having the Truth thus tranſmitted to 
Poſterity ;, this Liberty N been all along habitualiy 
refuſed, Witneſs not oily a Repreſentation and Petition 
to the General => 07 1732, ſizned by above 40 Mini- 
fers, and ſeveral Ruling Elders, containing. a particular 
Enumeration of Grievaiices, which ſtill to this Day take 
Place, and a Repreſentation and Petition ſigned by above 
1500 People, both Flders and other Members of this 
Church; yet none of theſe could get the Credit of a Tranſ- 
mit to the Aſſembly from any of its Committees; nor 


chen the Commiſſioners appointed to proſecute the Ends | 
of theſe Petitions compeared at the Aſſembly's Bar, crav- 


ing they might be taken in, Could they get a Hearing? 
All was ftifiy and poſitively refuſed; nor was their pro- 
zeſting thereupon regarded; But alſo, of late, the Preſ- 


 bytery of Dunfermline :hemſelves gave in ſome Paper to 


he Geireral Aſſembly, of what Import we could never get 


an exact Account, only that it related to the reading of 


the late Act ane Portcous, and was called ſome Feſtimo- 


av againſt it ; this Paper was neither tranſmitted by a 
Committee, nor when off neil by a Member of the Presby- 
tery to the Moderator of the 


o 
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zeneral Afſembly, could it 
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have the Privilege of being either read, received, or ws. 


corded; and when this Seſſion gave in a Repreſentation to 
the ſaid Presbytery of Dunfermline, concerning ſome of 
rhe foreſaid Defefions of the ꝓudigatories, and craving” 
their zealous Appearance in witneſſing againſt them as à 
Means of clearing the Seſſion of their Scruples, aui th Re- 
ference to their continued Connection with them, the ſaid 
Repreſentation was not recorded by the Presbyrery, in ſo 
much that, in Coinection with theſe Fudicatories, all 
Teſtimonies for Truth and Duty, or againſt Error and 
Defection, muſt remain buried in perpetual Oblivion, hid 
both from the preſent and riſing Generation, 
which, and many other T hings that might be added, 
they are not only overturning rhe Reformation Prin- 
ciples of Scotland, but alſo they added this to their other 
Sins above-ſpecified, in their condemning judicially a Te- 
ti mony againſt the Evil of their Ways, and penſecut- 
ing ſuch as Witnefs againſt them, in doing the Duties im- 


mediately incumbent upon them from the Lord's Word. 
Aud feeing this Seſſion is Holing their Connection with, 


and Subordination to theſe Fudicatories, and owning the 
Presbytery of Dunfermline as their Superiors: Therefore 
2we Secede from the ſaid Sefſion, as holding the Connection 
foreſaid, and from the haill other Fuditatories of the E- 
ſtabli ſned Chrrch; Proteſting, That we ſtill hold our Of 
ces as Flders of this Congregation ; and, that our Con- 


duct, as Office-bearers, ſpall not be liable to the Cogni- 


zance of this Seſſion ; which Seccſſion we, are the rather 
bound to make from the preſent eſtabl: ſhed udicatories, 
becauſe the Lord, in his Providence, has raiſed up a fu. 
dicatory in this Land, who are eſpouſing and maintain- 
ing our Reformation-Principles, to which we have Ac 
ceſs to ſubject ourſelves, both as 3 and Offce- 
bearers.in the Houſe of God; and we hereby declare our 
Adherence to theſe Principles, as they are contained in 
the Word of God, and founded thereon, ſumm'd up in ou, 


_ Confeffion of Faith, porter and larger Catechiſms, Sum 


of ſaving Knowledge, and Form of Church. Gouernment; 


70 all which wwe look upon ourſelves as bound, both by pe * 
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By all 
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ſonal and ſolemn National Engagements. And this we do 
at Dunfermline, % 21/t Day of February, 1740 Tears, 
2 all which we take Inſtruments, and crave Ex- 


Da. Inc. Ja. WanDLaw. 
'. AND, Dzwas. JA. Buco. h 
ALEx. HENDERSON, ARIE FISHER, 
| 8 THoMsoN. Joan BRAND. 
„ Joux LETHIMI. 


Extracted by Ax kx. Scor r, . CI. 
In Anſwer to the Reaſons of which Seceſſion, eſpecially 
what concerns the Seſſion of Dunfermline; The firſt Reaſon 
they give, is, That the Seſſion's Management is contrary 
to a Reſolution of Seſſion in October 1737, wherein the 
Seſſion, all with one Voice. excepting one, declared, that 
they ſcrupled in their Conſciences to hold a Connection with 
the Judicatories of the preſent eſtabliſhed Church, becauſe 
of ſeveral Defections, c. and ſuſpended their Connection 
with them, till ſuch Time as a Teſtimony ſhould be given 
by this Court againſt the {aid Defections, which Teſtimo- 
ny. has never yet been given in. It is good, they have ex- 
cepted one, who may be thought to have acted according 
to the Light of his Conſcience, and this would ſeem to be 
Mr. Wardlaw Miniſter, who has hitherto ordinarly held a 
Connection with the Presbytery, by fitting and judging 
therein ; but if this Reaſon were true, 1t would evidently 
appear, that the whole of the reſt of the Seſſion (them- 
{elves not excluded) were a very ſtrange Set of Men, who 
have acted ſo directly contrary to the Freedom of their Con- 
___ ſiences, —— 3 for, upon November the 15th, 
1737, which was very ſoon after that alledged Declaration 
ol the Seſſion (which ſhould have been better and longer 
rewembred) that Day a Cauſe concerning Thomas Smith 
was referred by the Seflion to the Presbytery of Dunferm- 
line; the Witneſſes Depoſitions taken in the Seſſion, the. 
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fame Day, was ſubſcribed by Mr. Eystine, who was Mo- 
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derator that Day, and many of the now ſeceding Elders 
then preſent. Likewiſe March 6th, and April zd, 4738, 
it was intimate to both theſe Seſſions, which were conſtitute, 
and Mr. Erskine fat Moderator, that Cafes then ſtanding in 
the Minutes were referred to the Presbytery of Dunferm- - 


ine, and no Objection was offered by any re the ſame. 
At another Seſſion conſtitute February 16t 
14 Members were preſent, and the moſt Part of them, then 


1738, where 


preſent, now Seceders, an Affair concerning James Inglis 
and Agnes M*craich was by that Seſſion referred to the 
Presbytery of Dunfermline, to meet there upon Wedneſday 
thereafter ; and both Parties were cited apud acta to com- 
pear before the ſaid Presbytery, and no Gbjections was gi- 
ven, even by the now Seceders, altho' then preſent. From 
all which References, and others, that may be ſeen in the 


Records, it is plain, that all the Seſſion, excepting one, ne- 


ver as yet had any Scruple in their Conſciences to hold a 
Connection with the Judicatories of the preſent eſtabliſhed 
Church ; and that they never ſuldente their Connection 
with them further than to delay to chooſe an Elder to ſit in 
the Presbytery for ſome Time, to prevent Diſturbance and 
Separation, as was hinted at before. If therefore the ſeced- 


ing Elders conſult their own Honour, or the Good of the 


Cauſe they eſpouſe by this Seceſſion, they ſhould, at leaſt, 
9 — with the Seſſion of Dunfermline to allow them to 
lot out this firſt Reaſon, upon which they found their Se- 
ceſſion, it being manifeſtly falle „ 5 
As to their ſecond Reaſon, the moſt of it is anſwered al- 
ready; yet one Thing is obſervable in it: They aſſert, That 
the Act of Seſſion in Offober or November laſt, bears, 
That the firſt difficult Cauſe that ſhould come before the 
Seſſion, the whole Elders ſhould be advertiſed to attend u- 
pon a fixed Day, in order to give their Judgments, whe- 


ther to refer the ſaid Cauſe to the Presbytery of Dunferm- 
Tine, or the Aſſociate Presbytery; which Advertiſement 
(they lay) was not made to the whole of the Elders to meet 


upon the 14th inſtant. 5 3 FIG 
In which they plainly miſrepreſent the Caſe ; for the ex- 
Preſs Terms of the Act run thus, That before a 820014 


ſhoul 
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I ſhould NOTION + full 6 the Seſſion ſhall be 
called, and they then determine, whether the lame ſhall be 
& judged by the Eſtabliſhed Church or the Aſſociate Presby- 
« tery.:”” Which makes it plain, that the Seſſion of Dunferm- 

ib Ine, inſtead of acting contrary to the above Act, they have 
| ſuck much cloſer by it than the Seceders would hive had 
J, them do by their Delay; for altho? there had been no Ad- 

i! vertilement given to the Elders to attend, prior to what was 
given upon the 14th inſtant (it being ſtill aſſerted that there 
11 Was) yet it could be proven by above a Hundred, that u- 


| 5 29 the 14th inſtant, a full Meeting of the Seſſion was cal- 

| led (if they did not attend, they have themſelves to blame) 

| and they then determined; which is directly according to 

the exprets Terms of that Act, as it is to be ſeen in the Re- 

cords: From all which it is plain, that this ſecond Reaſon; 
the ſeceding Elders offer for their Seceſſion, is too near a 

Kin with the former, and deſerves the ſame Treatment. 

In their third Reaſon, they ſay, the Conduct of the Seſ- 

| ton was contrary to an Agreement of a Meeting of the 

Elders on a Salbath Night, conveen'd by Mr. Wardlaw's 
Orders, S . | | 

_ - Altho? Mr. Wardlaty gave no Orders further, than that 
he intimate to the Elders upon Tyunſday the 7th inſtant, 
that it was the Mind of the Seſſion upon the Monday be- 
fore, That a Meeting of the Elders ſhould be called upon 
the Sabbat h Night; yet this evidently contradicts what they 

| afferted in their former Reaſon ; and proves, That there 
was a full Meeting of the Elders called, in order to acquaint 
them, that that Affair was to be determined, hs was 
the only Deſign of calling the Elders to meet that Night; 
and that the Thuy ſday thereafter, being the firſt Day 4 
ter the Intimation, upon which the Seſſion ordinarily meets, 
was the Day deſigned by the Seſſion upon the foreſaid Mon- 

| day for determining the Affair, the moſt of the Seſſion 
3 never had the leaſt Doubt about, eſpecially conſidering, 
that the Perſon concerned therein, was ſo preſſing to have 
it decided; and was told, in the Meeting of the Seſſion, 
upon the Thurſday before, that he was to get his Anſwer 
upon the next T Hurſday, which was not objected ap 
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by any, altho' the * ders were then preſent 
And to ſay, that there was an Agreement of the Meeting of 
the Elders upon that Sabbath Night, to diſcuſs the above 
Affair upon Monday the 25th, is plainly falſe, it having 
been only propoſed by ſome of the now ſeceding Elders to 
delay it till that Day, which was ſtrongly oppoſed by o- 
thers of the Elders, who told, that 7 hur/day firſt was the 
Day appointed, and could not be altered ; which proves, 
that there was no great Agreement in that Meeting, neither 
was it a conſtitute Seſſion that Sabbath Night, both the 
Miniſters being then abſent: And how a few of the Mem- 
bers could take upon them that Night to appoint the fore- 
ſaid Monday in both the Miniſters Abſence, is more than 
they can account for, they having acted therein above their 
Sphere, eſpecially knowing very well, what had paſſed in 
the Seſſion upon the foreſaid Monday and Thur e As 
to what they aſſert, That it was ſtrongly pled, that there 
was a conſtitute Seſſion upon the Thurſday the 7th inſtant, 
which appointed that Affair to be diſcuſt upon the 14th, 
not one Perſon pleads it, every one knowing, that it was 
not neceſſary to conſtitute one Seſſion, in order to call a Meet- 
ing of another upon the Sabbath Night thereafter, in order 
to intimate to them, that they were to give a Deciſion of 
that Affair upon Thur ſday the 14th, being the Day pro- 
poſed in a conſtitute Seſſion upon the foreſaid Monday, 
* when both Miniſters were preſent, and no Perſon objected; 
It which Intimation was made to the Elders upon the Sabbath 
Night. And what Reaſon had any of the Members to 
a think, That the calling of the Elders upon the Sabbath 
Fd Night, was for confidering a proper 'Time for determining 
that weighty Queſtion, when it was intimate to the Perſon 
* concerned upon THurſday the 5th in their Preſence, which 
they might Noe heard (others, and the Perſon himſelf 
having heard it) that he was to get his Anſwer the Thur 
85 day following, and no Objections made? Theſe Members 
evidently would ſeem to have ſome other Reaſons, than what 
er I they advance, for laying their Meaſures, as they did, upon 
aſt chat Sabbath Night, vis. 'That the Affair ſhould be diſ- 
by euſt upon Monday the 2 5th, and that Members ſhould con- 
©" WK fider ſeriouſly upon __— Matter betwixt and that 
Time; and that, that Day 8 be ſet a- part for Prayen 
1 | . a All 5 a 2 . | 
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| and Conference, c. » this * real Deſign, What 
1 made theſe ſame Perſons plead ſo ftrongly a few Sabbat hs 
| = before that, to have the Seſſion determining by a Vote, if 

they would wholly give up their Connection with the Ju- 
dicatories of the Eftabhihed Church or not? which would 
have been much the ſame; with the above Affair; yet this 

* | they would freely have gone in with that ſame Night, with- 
uy - out either much, Conſideration or Prayer, except a ſhort 
Prayer to conſtitute a Seſſion. But what ſeems to be a bet- 
1 ter Reaſon for their Delay, you have it before. As for 
| their ſending the Church- officer through the whole Mem- 
|! bers to warn them to be preſent at their Appointment ; 
i there was never any ſuch Thing practiſed, or propoſed, 
| either in Act or Seſſion, till that Sabbath Night; which 
makes it evident, that they were pretty ſure, the 7 bux/- 
day thereafter was the Day appointed ; and therefore they 
would ſend the Officer to acquaint the Members, who were 
abſent that Night, that they had altered the Day, leſt they 
ſhould have attended upon the T hur/day, which would 
not have made ſo much for their Purpote : But, that the 
Seſſion, that Sabbath Night, agreed to do ſo, is plainly 
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falſe. 5 
As to their fourth Reaſon for Seceſſion, vis. That that 
Deciſion of Seſſion was made by ſix of its Members, not 
only altogether without the Knowledge of a great Part of 
the Seſſion or Elders, but alſo without the Knowledge of 
one of the Miniſters of the Place, c. This is ſo far true, 
as that they could not know, that that Deciſion was made 
that Day, until they were informed thereof, there being. 
none of them preſent as before, excepting one; but that 
they did not know, that the Seſſion really were determi- 
ned to bring it to an Iſſue that Day, is manifeſtly falſe, 
and the contrary could eaſily be proved. There were in- 
deed two or three of their Party who were abſent upon 
the Sabbath Night, who could not be ſaid to know it, be- 
| cauſe there were Expreſſes ſent to ſome of them, forbid- 
| ding them to attend upon that Thur ſday, and the Ablence 
of all of them, excepting one who attended for other Rea- 
| ſons, makes it,cvident, that they knew ſomething of it. 
: 8 And ( to-uſe their own Expreſſion) how greily iniquous is 
it for them to ſay, that the Seſſion, by this Act or Decifi- W 
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at on, have exauctorate * of hs REO of the Place from 
all Exerciſe of Diſcipline in this Congregation,” as a Mem- 
ber of that Seſſion, or that the Seſſion have turned him out 
from being a Member thereof, without ſo much as telling 
him'they were to do ſo? It is plam from what has been 
ſaid, and from that Minifter's AR which he dictated with 
his own, Mouth, that, if he be exauctorate, he has done it 
himſelf; for it is plain from that Act, that the Seſſion were 
neceſſarliy obliged to do as they have done, gr to join with 
the aſſociate Presbytery, which he knew very well they 
could not do, they having never as yet ſeen a ſolid Ground, 
either from Scripture or Reaſon, for ſeceding frdm the Ju- 
dicatories of the Eſtabliſhed Church of Scotland. - And to 
lay that the Seſſion have turned him out from being a Mem- 
ber of their Court, is as unjuſt as to ſay, that the Aſſem- 
bly have already ſuſpended or depoſed him, the contrary 
whereof is very evident. That Miniſter has ſeen it meet 
to withdraw himſelf, and to ſeparate from theſe Judicato- 
: ries, and from this Seſſion in particular, where he would 
be welcome by all in it to fit as formerly; and it is evi- 
dent, from what is already adduced, that he is as fate, and 
cConſiſtent with his Principles, to do it now, as he has been 
ut ; ſome Years bygone, there being nothing done in this Seſſi- 
zoe on now, but a ſimple Reference to the Presbytery of Dun- 
fermline-for Advice, which has frequently taken Place of 
late, and yet no Seceſſion or Proteſt offered. SM 
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ue, i, The otherReaſons for their Seceſſion concern the ſupreme 
de i TJudicatories, and do not ly in the Way of the Sellion of 
Ng- Dunfemrline to anſwer them: Only with reſpect to that 
N Paper which was given in to the Aſſembly, by a Repreſen- 
tative of the Presbytery of Dunfermline, which the Sece- 
le, Aers ſay was calied, Some Teſtimony againſt the reading 
in- Mere Act anent Porteous; of what Import, they ſay they 
on, - ca\ld never get an exact Account.. 
be- lf they had ſpoke the real Truth, they would have ſaid, 
id. That they never were at the Pains to demand an exact Ac- 
ce unt thereof, becauſe it wa#hot in the ſame Words with 
ca- W the Teſtimony emitted by the ſeeing Miniſters, and in the 
11 me Way that their Teſtimony was emitted: But in caſe 
is 
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heir Intelligence anent the ſame has been ſo bad as they 
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'Gagy of Repreſentation" by the Presbytery of 


occaſioned Debate ; / 


A 


En”, "x of RE 
> fepreſent; (which it does not uſe tõ be) the following is a 


Copy thereof, taken out of the Presbytery-Books of Dun- 


2 fermline, where 1t ſtands recorded, and any of them may 
4 , * , | | 
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unfermiline, to the General Aſſembly in 
„„ 


Dunfermline, he Twenty. ſixth Day of April, 
One thouſand E hundred and thirty eight Years, 
the which Day the Committeee appointed to prepare a 
Draught of a Repreſentation to the enſuing General 
Aſſembly, gave in their Report, which was read and 
approven : The Tenor whereof follows. 

Unto the Venenerable Ajjembly of the Church of Scot- 
land, the Repreſentation of the Presbytery of Dunferm- 
line, humbly ſheweth, That, «ehereas it has becn formerly 
re laudable Practice of Miniſters, and others in this 
Church, to lay before ſuperior Fudicatories what ' 
Has appeared to them to be of great Moment for the 

eneral Good, it is with no jmail Concern awe 0b- 
erve, T hat lamentable Divifions have, for a con ſide- 
rable Time, ſubſiſted, and ſeem to be ſtill increaſing, 
the Lord having divided us in his Anger; which Di- 
v1ftons, we fear, inſtead of being healed, would be ra- 
ther widened by rigorous Meaſures: May we therefore 
be allowed to ſuggeſt, with great Submiſſion, That, in 
our preſent Situation, it appears to be the moſt pro- 
bable and promiſing Method, for reviving deſirable Peace 
and Harmony, that Chriſtian Conferences be ſet on Foot, 
and frequently held among thoſe who differ, guarding, 
with the very utmoſt Care,againk every T hing that might 
zend to irritate, and ruffle the Minds of Men on ei- 


ther Hand, and in the Uſe of much Prayer, and friend- 


by Converſation, enquiring into theſe Points that have 

. to aſſiſt one another in 
fearching out theytrue Cauſes of the Lord's Controver- 
ſy with us, and what Means may be moſt proper for 2:4 


LED 


the Revival of true LS. and promoting a real 
Reformation, perſonal and publick, according to Scrip- 
ture-Partern, and reſtoring ſound Peace and Harmony 


 verend Miniſters of this Church, 


peculiar Privileges, derived m him as 


.- 


fn 


in this Church. And, as in all human Societies on 
Earth, there have been, are, and will be different Sen- 


tinents and Practices in ſome Things, ſo, in order to a 


Juſt and comfortable Union in the uncontroverted Duties, 
among theſe who adhere to the common Standard of 
found Principles, we humbly conceive it is neceſſary, 
that there be Acceſs for uſing all becoming Freedom in 
repreſenting what is thought amiſs in one another's © 
Conduct, which is ſtill to be done with all ſuitable 
Reſpect, and in the lively Exerciſe of ſincere Chriſti- 
an Love, for mutual Edification ; ſuch Freedoms are fo 


Jar from having any native Tendency to Diviſion, 


Schiſm, or Separation, that they appear to be proper 
and neceſſary Means to ſtrengthen Union in the Lord's 
Way. In this View we beg Leave to ſigniſy, in all 
Humility, That, whereas by a late Ad of Parli a- 
ment, intitled, Act for the more effectual bringing to Ju- 
ſtice the Murderers of Captain ohn Porteous, appointed 
to be read by the Miniſters of this Church twelve 
Lord's Days in the Space of one Year, before Sermon 
in the Forenoon, which, with us, is in the midſt of 
Divine Worſpip, and that under Penalties therein ex- 
Preſt and enacted, one of which appears to us plainly, 
Eccleſſaſtical; and conſequently, that thereby the Glory 
of Chriſt, as King and Head of his Church, is injured 
the Privileges of this Church derived from him, and 
ſecured to us by Law, are encroached upon : And that 
notwithſtanding, the ſaid Act has been read by many Re- 
ch we apprehend 
inconſiſtent with the Principles of this Chu ch, founded on 
the Word of God, and rataged by & Lawspf the Land; 


eſpeceally the Principles concerning the Headſpip of Chriſt - 
alone over his Church, and er intrinſick 


ingdom, 


diſtinct from the Kingdoms of Qais Worldgaltho' ue 


do not 2 that they who read ir Views : 
pon all which, we beg Leave, with an 


becoming 
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= becoming Regard, to repreſent, T hat, as this Prattice 
F pear to us detrimental i the Honour of Chriſt's In. 
= 7zereſt, Peace aud Unity of his Church, and wee of 
=. the Goſpel; ſo the Venerable Aſſembly would be pleaſed 
ro ſignify, in ſome proper Way, their Diſapprobation 
of it ; as alſo of the Injuries done to the Chriſtian People, 
in ſeveral Places of this Land, in depriving them of 
Their juſt Right, in chuſing their own Puſtors, which 
Habe been the Cauſes of moſt Iamentable-Diviſions, and 
du reckon is derogatory to the Glory of Chriſt's kingly 
Government, and his Church's Privileges. Againſt theſe 
and other Vefections of this Church, we reckon our ſelves 
bound in Duty to offer our poor Teftimony, which wwe 
humbly beg may be recei ved, and recorded by the Vene- 
rable Aſſembly. And as we hnve taken this Freedom 
with our Reverend Brethren who have differed from us, 
"ave oon it is reaſonable they ſhould uſe the ſame Free- 
dom with us, in whatſoever they judge culpable in our 
Conduct. That the Venerable Aſſembly may be gracionſ- 
ly directed by the Spirit of all Truth, and be made in- 
rumental for promoting the Ends of God's Glory, and 
the Mellfare 4 this Church, is our hearty Prayer. 
NN.. The above is a juſt Copy of the Repreſentation by 
the Presbytery of Dunfermline, to the General Aſſembly 
anno 1738, which the Commiſſioners from that Presbytery 
laid before the Committee of Bills, and by them tranſmit- 
ted to the Committee of Inſtructions, and by them to the 
Committee of Overtures, who declined to tranſmit the ſame 
to the Aſſembly : Whereupon Mr. Wardlaw, one of the 
Commiſſioners from Dunfermline Presbytery, offered the | 
faid Repreſentation to the Aſſembly under Form of Inſtru- 


- ment. 


Ihe above ainly p ves what the ſeceding Elders found 
| 0 ; A. . J Wo 
their Seceſſioß on, with Feſpect to it, to be very unfair; and 
let any imyffirtial Deale egge, if this Paper deſerves ſuch 
Treatmen s it meets Mn theſe Elders Seceſſion. "1 
As to War they faith Reſpect to the Repreſentation 1 
Fo given in by Wig n to the Presbytery of Dunfermline, 
its not being Med by the {aid Presbytery 5 
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In this theſe Elders moſt unjuſtly blame the Presbytery, 
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5 it being wholly the Seſſion's Fault that it was not recorr-- 
＋ ded: For when the Elder, who gave in the ſaid Repreſenn 
2 tation to the Presbytery, demanded that it might be re: 


corded there was not one Member of the Presbytery that 


” KF objected againſt it: But the true Reaſon why it was not 
+ put in the Records is, That the Seſſion, or Perſon who 
„ | wrote the Repreſentation, neglected to put a Clavie in it, 


7 |F requiring it to be regiſtrate; therefore the Presbytery-clerk 
„ told he could not do it. 1 

4 * To ſum up all their Seceſſion, they ſubſcribe it at Dun- 
fermline the 211t Day of February. 1740 Years, where 


4 ſome of the Subſcribers know they were not at that Time, 

af neither for two Weeks before or after that Date. 

5 From the whole, theſe Elders would have been ac- 

. counted fully wiſer, to have ſaid, in plain Terms, That 

FW © they would ſecede from the Judicatories of the Church of | 

„ SF:o7land, only becauſe they would do it, and accede to | 

. that Judicatory which they ſay are eſpouſing and main- | 

A taining our Reformation-Principles ; which Principles thele- | 

„ Elders declare their Adherence to, as they ate contained | 
in the Word of God, and founded thereon, ſumm'd up in 
our Confeſſion of Faith, &c. Which Principles we, Mem- 4 

Y bers of the Kirk- ſeſſion of Dunfermline, deßre and hope, | 

4 in the Strength of that Grace that is in the Lord Jeſus 4 

4 Chriſt, who is the alone Head, K ing, and Governor of his 1 

K Church, cloſely to adhere unto, and to lament in the Lord's 

4 Sight, over whatever is contrary in any to theſe Principles: 

More particularly, we deſire to be heartily concerned for 

- theſe {ad Diviſions that take Place through the Land, and 

. in this Place and Congregation; which Diviſions we hum- 


_ bly judge are fo far from being elit 
* *zerian Reformation-Principles, that 
trary to the ſame, in ſo far as tt 
h from bad Men are gad Praffic a 
ſters, who have evidently the Th 1& Lord's Pre- 
fence with them, and are (Way that thy take to be 
plain from the Lord's Word, Mhe' not in theygWay of Se- 
bf deſſion 17 the Judicatories) wing agg | 
eckions That take Place, both in Jia: 
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urely diſpetices by Eis Servant whom be 
ſpence the Tame, and encouraged: theteto 
1 the DoRtrine and Example of N ergz Which 
| are not only. appointed ꝶ the King and: Head 
of r thoChuch, to be the or inary Means to oboe Sinnes 
— 10 > Hmſelf, an to make them his loyal Subj jects, and to 
"RS bg and: build them Fuß hut are alſo remarkably bleſs 
te ſeverals för tllat End: Þ eite, of which r Or: Thr 
ances, as ſome are pleaſed to ach ot only by 
| | themſelves om thecn, but by publight 6d 
wr perſwade others, har th not the, Ordi 
© panices c Chriſt, we humbly thiflk is Raf from Ang 
ee for Chriſt AS is Truths, that it is 4 plain 
ning galnſt him, attended with vaty agordvarins Cir- 
riniftantss,-ir- being a plain trampling upon the Authori- | 
ty of our Lord Jeſus Chris, the Appeinter of theſe Or- 
Einances, and a tearing of his Servants N whorf's 
232 them in his Name: As alſo a lead- 
0 from the Means of ene and; — Salva 9 


c 

bi Method i eng ror iN ee 

o duly. humbled. for- theſe TO hinge, nor ariel: | 

| than much at Heart as we ought. ad whatever Pers 


y be pleaſed to advance, either in *. ick from the - | 

Upit, or in private, abroad or at home, in Contradiction 
to What is atteſted, or in order to ridicule the Conduct of 
| this Seſſion in the foreſaid: Act; yet we reſt ſatisfied, you 


gad n us bur . Truths. *. g. 
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